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Mar. xii. part of che y th verſe. 
I will have mercy and not ſacrifices 


N matters of religion we ought 
do keep cloſe to the appoint- 
ment of Gop, But as, among 
the things which Gop hath 
* commanded, all are not of equal 
importance, it highly concerns us to under- 
ſtand what ſtreſſe we ought to lay upon 
every part, that we may, in the moſt juſt 
and rational manner, comply with the will 

of Gop, and at laſt be happy in his favor. 
The Phariſees were a ſuperſtitious ſet among 
the Jews, who made great pretences to re- 
ligion, and at the ſame time were immoral 
men, And (like ſuperſtitious perſons of all 
ages and countries) they were guilty both of 
teaching for doctrines the commandments-of 
men; and of laying the greateſt ſtreſſe upon 
things of the leaſt moment, in their obſer- 
vation of the laws of Gop.— They had cer- 
tain traditional rules about waſhing their 
hands before they fate down to meat; and 
about waſhing of pots and cups and brazen 
A 2 veſſels. 


4 The excellettce of moral duties 


veſſels. And theſe they obſerved as mattery 
of religion, while they neglected thoſe mo- 
ral precepts, which are of the higheſt im- 
portance. Again; They tithed mint, anniſe 
and cummin, and were very curious in pre 
portioning the tithe of thoſe ſmall feeds and 
herbs. But, at the ſame time, they omitted 
the. wejghtier matters of the law, juſtice, 
mercy, fidelity, and the love of Gop. Where- 
as they ought. to haue done the one, and not have 
left the other undone. 2 
I the begitining of the chapter Where 
our text is, we find, they blamed the diſei- 
les of our Lord ; becauſe, as they. walked 
hro the corn fields on the ſabbath; day, they 
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gathered ſome of the corn, rubbed out the 
ears, and eat them, to ſatisfie their hunger. 
It was not becauſe the corn was another 
man's property: for it was one of the Jewiſh 
ws, when thou. comeſft into the ſtanding- cin 
of thy. neighbors, then thou mayeſt pluck tht 
ears with thine hand; but thou ſhall not move 
g. cle into thy neighbors ſtanding-corn ; ® 1.e. 
they were not to cut down and carry away 
2 large quantity. But any Few might have 
plucked the ears with his hands, and have 
eat what he had gathered in that manner. 
Thoſe ſuperſtitious phariſees would have ac- 
counted that action of the apoſtles lawful on 
any other day; but as it was, they looked 
upon it as breaking the ſabbath. * 


Des. za. 23. 
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above pofitive inflitutions. 5 
ingly they faid unto Jeſus, Behold, your diſ- 
ciples do that which is not lawful to db on 
the ſabbath day. Our Lord vindicated his 
diſciples, becauſe they were hungry and there- 
fore had oceaſion to eat. So the hunger and 
preſent neceſſity of David, and the young 
men that were with him led the Prieſt to give 
them the ſheww-bread, which in other circum- 
ſtances it would not have been lawful for 
them to eat. But neceffity had no law, 
and therefore David and his company, who 
were not prieſts, did in their preſſing neceſ- 
lity eat of it without any blame, There is 
another reaſon aſſigned by our Lord, viz, 
That the ſabbath was made for man, and not 
man for the ſabbath, + or that ſuch poſitive 
duties were injoined for the uſe and benefit 
of man, and not man created that he might 
obſerve ſuch poſitive inſtitutions to his detri- 
ment, or when moral duties came in com- 
petition with them.—Again ; The outward 
reſt of the ſabbath day was injoined in the 
Jewiſh law. For fix days they were to labor 
and do all their work : but the ſoventh being 
the ſabbath (or reſt) of the Lord their God, 
they were not, on that day, to do any manner 
of work, In that their law was very plain 
and expreſſe. And yet, whoever made uſe 
of his reaſon, in the interpretation of that 
aw, muſt needs ſee that works of neceſſity 
and mercy were to be excepted, and that 
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6 The excellence of moral duties 
in ſuch caſes men ought to work. So the 
prieſts on that day flew the cattel, and{ la. 
bored very hard, in one of the courts of the 
temple, in preparing and offering the facri. 
fices required. And, tho'- they profaned (ot 
broke the outward reſt of) the ſabbath day, 
they were blameleſſe, and did nothing but 
what was their duty to do. And, if the 
temple ſervice excuſed them, Teſws, who 
was of greater excellence and dignity than 
the temple, could diſpenſe with his diſciples 
in that particular. And then come in the 
words of our text, But if you had known 
eohat that expreſion meaneth, I will have 
mercy and not facrifice, you would not hav 
condemned the guiltleſſe. Wherefore, * upon 
all theſe accounts, The ſon of man is Lord if 
the ſabbath day, and can diſpenſe with the 
outward reſt of that day, in his diſciples, in 
caſes where it is proper, or when any goot 
reaſon requires it. 1 ; 
The words of our text are a quotation 
from one of the antient prophets, where iti 
thus expreſſed. For 1 deſired mercy and mt jc- 
| "3 een 

* That phraſe, [the on of man,] doth, in the four gol 
pels, never ſignifie any man, but is always (as I apprehend) 
to be underſtood of Chrif, And the de wherefore, Mark i. 
28. denotes that what follows, is the general inference from 
all the arguments that had been mentioned, q. d. Whew: 
fore, upon all theſe accounts, or for the reaſons alleged, | 
(the ſon of man) can aſſure my diſciples that they hare 
done nothing amiſſe. For I have power to diſpenſe will 


their obſerving the outward reſt of this day, when I can af 
ſign ſo many and ſuch good reaſons for what they do. 
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above poſitive inſtitutions. 7 
crifice, and the knowlege of GOD more 
than burnt-offering. * Our Lord made uſe of 
this paſſage at another time, to vindieate his 
own conduct. + The Phariſees pretended 
that to touch, or converſe with, Publicans 
and other vitious perſons, was contracting 
defilement, and rendered a religious perſon 
impure and polluted : Our Lord intimated 
that that poſitive injunction of their wiſe men 
was not to be regarded by him, who kept 
company with them in order to reform them; 
For GOD will have mercy and not ſacri- 
fice; or Gop regards the promoting good 
morals more than any ceremonial or poſitive 
injunctions, 

Gop required ſacrifices of the Jews, as 


Vell as mercy. But the Hebrews, very fre- 
the Wl quently, when they would expreſſe the com- 
in Wi parative excellence of one thing above ano- 


ther, deny the one and aſſert the other; and 
in this caſe repreſent Gop as ſaying, 1 de- 
fired mercy and not ſacrifice But we ſhould 
expreſſe it in our language, after this man- 
ner, I defired mercy rather than ſacrifice ; 
or, I prefered mercy to ſacrifice. Tho I re- 
quired both; yet I laid the greater ſtreſſe 
upon mercy ; and ſacrifice was comparatiyely 
of leſſe moment, being a thing that might, 
rn upon ſome occaſions, be diſpenſed with, like 
1 the outward reſt of the ſabbath day. Where- 
en works of mercy are neceſſary, or ever- 
ag if more 
Hol. vi. 6. + Mat. ix. 13. 


8 The excellence of moral dutia 
more obligatory, and can never be diſpenſed 

with. | 
MErxcy is one of the moral virtues, o- 
one of the branches of everlaſting righteouſ. 
neſſe: whereas ſacrifice was appointed by 
poſitive inſtitution, And, as our Lord ex. 
tended that fine paſſage of the prophet's to 

the caſe of his diſciples, to prove that 
might lawfully, on the ſabbath day, rub out 
the ears of corn, to fatisfie their hunger, 
tho they thereby broke the outward reſt a 
that day; — ſo we may, by way of parity, 
extend it to all moral duties whatever ; and 
from hence learn © to prefer ſuch duties to 
all poſitive inſtitutions.” But, as this is 1 
ſubje& of great moment, it may be highly 
proper to enter into a more particular con- 
fideration of it. For there are few things 
which more concern our practice as Chi- 
ſtians. Some pretend that by morality, we 
are to underſtand external civility, or bo- 
neſty, temperance and ſobriety: that we 
muſt reſtrain morality to mere outwatd 
actions, without regarding the principles from 
which ſuch actions flow ; or that it concerns 
our duty towards men only, but does 10 
take in our duty towards Gop alſo. Wherea 
the ſum of the moral law is to love the Lui 
our GOD with all our heart, with all ur 
ſoul, with all our firength, and with all or 
mind, and our neighbor as ourſelves. i. e. 
comprehends all the branches of righteor 
BED, | 5 Delle, 
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neſſe, or true holineſſe. And, in this com- 


prehenſive ſenſe, would I be underſtood all 


along, in this diſcourſe, to make uſe of the 
words, morality, the moral law, moral vir- 
tue, moral duties, and the like. And would 
have you take particular notice and carefully 
remember, that by ' morality is to be under- 
ſtood the loving the Lord our GO D with all 
our hearts, and our neighbor ds ourſelves ; or 
thoſe duties which we owe to Gop, our 
neighbor and "ourſelves, as far as they are 
deducible from right reaſon, or the nature of 
things. But by poſitive inſtitutions, we are 
to underſtand ſuch duties as we could not 
have deduced from the reaſon and nature of 
things; but which are appointed of Go p, 
and diſcovered to us by revelation. And 
that ſuch moral duties are of greater impor- 
tance than pgſitive inſtitutions, will evidently 
appear from the following particulars, 


I. Moral virtue (or true holineſſe) is in- 
* joined both by reaſon and ſcripture : 
* Whereas poſitive duties are injoined by 
* ſcripture alone.” WO 


Moral duties may not only be deduced 
from the reaſon and nature of things, or from 
the ſeveral relations in which we ſtand to 
Gop or men; but they are likewiſe com- 
manded of Gop in ſctipture, and there in- 


„ forced by the divine authority. Whereas our 
0 B 


obli ga- 
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obligation to obſerve poſitive inſtitutions takes 
its rife from the divine authority, and could 
be known no otherwiſe than by revelation, 
Now, where there is greater light and ei- 
dence, concerning any part of our duty, and 
more obligations to practiſe it, there a greater 
ſtreſſe ought certainly to be laid upon i. 
This, I think, we may juſtly infer from the 
known wiſdom, and goodneſſe of almighty 
Gop. For, as he cannot be thought to re 
quire as much from him, who had no ſuch 
opportunity, of knowing his will, as from 
him who knows, or may know, it; ſo he 
cannot be thought to require that an equal 
ſtreſſe ſhould be laid upon any part of his 
will, where be himſelf has not laid an _ 
rel. 

Moral virtue (or everlaſting cightecuſicl) 
he requires twice, or upon two accounts, 
by reaſon and by his on authority, declared 
in ſcripture. But what is poſitive is injoined 
by the divine authority, alone. The mon 
law is founded upon the eternal, unalterable 
reaſon and fitneſſe of things, and might have 
been found out, by a careful, impartial in. 
quiry, without a revelation ; it being rh 
law, which-(as St. Paul expreſſes it) is urittn 
upon men's hearts; * and by which their eon- 
ſciences are led to applaud them, when they 
do well; and to accuſe them, when they 
* wickedly. But the moſt fair and ſage 


12 * Rom, i, 15. 


abwoe poſitive inflitutions. 11 
ous inquirer conld not, with the utmoſt di- 
ligence, have diſcovered his obligation to juſt 
ſuch particular poſitive inſtitutions, unleſſe 
the divine being had ſignified it by revelation, 


II. Poſitrve duties are all inſtrumental, and 
te have the nature of means to an end: 
but holineſſe, or moral virtue, is that 
« end itſelf,” = 


There are, indeed, ſome means injoined 
us by the light of nature; ſuch as ſtudy 
and attention, prayer and praiſe ; and theſe 
may be called the neceffary ot natural means, 
But the poſitive inſtitutions of Chriſtianity 
ate alſo means, well calculated to promote 
piety,” univerſal, fervent charity, and every 
moral virtue. In holineſſe we reſemble Gop, 
the moſt perfe& and amiable being an 
therein conſiſts our higheſt glory and per- 
fection. But, in the obſervation of poffire 
duties, we bear little or no reſemblance to 
Gop, Moral virtue was good and excellent 
in itſelf, antecedent to all poſitive laws, and 
therefore injoined upon us and upon the 
whole rational world. Whereas poſitive in- 
ſtitutions are not good im themſelves, but good 
only as means to holineſſe, which is the great 
end of all,” And were it not for their ſub- 
krvience to that end, Gby would never have 
gven us any poſitive injunctions. They, 
therefore, muſt in conſequence be of com- 

8 paratively 
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paratively leſſe value than the moral virtues 
which they were deſigned to promote; as 
the means are, in all caſes, of leſſe value than 
the end. The weightier matters of the law 
of Moſes were not ſacrifices, or tithing of 
mint, anniſe and cummin; but the great 
moral duties, which are of everlaſting obli- 
gation, juſtice, mercy, fidelity, and the low 
of Gop. Hah 6 
Weak and bad men have frequently placed 
religion in the bare uſe of the means, with- 
out a proper care to become holier and bet. 
ter by them. But ſuch a behavior 1s highly 
unreaſonable in itfelf, as well as greatly di. 
pleaſing to almighty Gop. When the wick 
ed Jews offered numerous and coſtly fact 
fices, Gop himſelf aſked them theſe pungent 
ueſtions, Vo hath required theſe things at you 
Lands ? Or, ordered (ſuch perſons, as you are, f. 
tread my courts? And then he adds, Bring m 
more vain oblations : incenſe is an abomination 
to me ; the new-moons and ſabbaths, the caling 
of aſſemblies, I cannot away with; it is in 
quity, even the folemn meeting. Your neu- 
moons and your appointed feaſts, my foul hateth; 
they are a trouble. to me, I am weary will 
bearing them : And, aben you ſpread furt 
your hands, I will hide mine eyes from yu 
Yea, when you make many prayers, I will wt 
bear. The reaſon of theſe grieyous com 
plaints is added, Your bands are full of — 


* Iſa. i. 11,— 15. 
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above poſitive inſtitutions. 13 
They were murtherers and oppreſſors, and 
therefore all their zeal about rites and ce- 
remonies, and even ſuch poſitive inſtituti- 
ons as Gop had commanded, was diſregard- 
ed and abhorred of Gop, But, as the pro- 
phet goes on to tell them, if they would re- 
form, then Gop would yet be gracious and 
accept them, Waſh you, make you clean, put 
« gway the evil of your doings from before 
*« mine eyes, faith the Lord; ceaſe to do evil, 


« earn to do well; and then all your ſins, of 


how deep a die ſoever, will be pardoned, 
« and you ſhall have the divine bleſſing.“ 
The fame thing 1s elſewhere inculcated ; 
Unto this man (ſays G O D) will I look, even 
to him that is poor and of @ contrite ſpirit, 
and that trembleth at my word. But, as to 
other men, who diſobey my word, He that 
killeth a bullock, with a view to offer it in 
ſacrifice upon mine altar, is as odious to me 
as if he murthered a man : be that ſacrificeth 
a lamb, as if he cut off a dog's neck; he that 
offereth an oblation, as if he offered fwine's 
blood ; he that burneth incenſe, as if be bleſ- 

ſed an idol. The reaſon is added, Yea, they 
bave choſen their own ways, and their ſoul 
delighteth in their abominations, * —— As 
the means are, in all caſes, of leſſe impor- 
tance than the end, ſo are poſitive inſtitutions 
of lefſe importance than moral duties ; be- 

| BI cauſe 


** Ixvi. 2, 3. See alſo Jer. vii. 22. Micah vi. 6, 
7, 8. | | 
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cauſe 25 inſtitutions have only the nz. 
ture of means to an end. Whereas holj. 
neſſe, or moral virtue, is that end itſelf. 


III. Pofitive inſtitutions are of finite, c 

limited duration; but moral virtue (or 
true holineſſe) is unchangable, and wil 
ce be everlaſting, And this is another 
thing whereby the ſuperior excellence 
of the latter may appear.“ 


The poſitive laws of Gon have aQualy 
been varied, according to the different cir 
cumſtances in which mankind have been 
placed. In paradiſe, our firſt parents wer 
commanded to abſtain from the fruit of ont 
tree, in token of their ſubjection to Gon, 
and as an acknowlegement that they held 
all they had by grant from him. Bat, be- 
ſides that poſitive injunction, they had. alſo the 
moral law written upon their hearts, as ther 
general rule of conduct. After the fall, fa 
crifices ſeem to have been of divine appoint- 
ment. For I can hardly think that Rk 
ous Abel would ever have attempted to pleal 
Gov, by ſlaying a brute beaft and offering 
it up to him; unleſſe Gop had, ſome way 
or other, intimated his will concerning tt 
Much leſſe would GOD have bad: reſpec 
unto Abel and to bis offering, if he himlſell 
had not commanded it, He would ho 

ve 


above poſttive inſtitutions. 18 
have teſtified againſt it, as ſuperſtition and 
will- worſhip. OO. 292 
In about ten generations after the flood, 
men degenerated into zdolatry, as well as 
many other vices. And Gop gave a law 
to Iſrael, which abounded with rites and 
ceremonies and poſitive inſtitutions; all which 
were highly proper at that time, and appoint- 
ed of GoD with great wiſdom, to be a ſtand- 
ing monument againſt the cuſtoms of the 
ſurrounding, idolatrous nations; to keep the 
Iſraelites imployed in the ſervice of the true 
God ; to point out, by way of emblem, 
their obligations to moral purity ; and to 
lead them to, or prepare them for, Chrift 
Jeſus and his religion, which St. Paul has 
called, the end- of the law' for righteonſneſſe 
unto every one that believed. But, when t 
Chriſtian revelation was given, as a more ex- 
cellent preſervative, in that ſtate of the world, 
apainſt idolatry and vice; then the ceremo- 
nal law was laid afide, fs à yoke upon the 
necks of the diſciples, which neither their fa- 
thers nor they were able to bear. * Some 
parts of the Fewiſb law were very expenſive, 
and others very burthenſome. Our Savior 
therefore hath, with great wiſdom: and fin- 
gular goodneſſe to us, aboliſhed the ceremo- 
mal law, and hath ſet up his law, contained 
In the New Teſtament, of which the poſi- 
ive inſtitutions make but a very ſmall part, 


* 


Acts xv. 10. 


16 The excellence of moral duties 
being few in number, eaſy to be underſtood 
and obſerved, not pompous, not expenſive 
or burthenſome, no way tending to, or in- 
couraging of, ſuperſtition ; but, if eatefully 
kept to, guarding men againſt it: The po- 
ſitive inſtitutions of Chriſtianity are theſe two, 
Baptiſm and the Lord's Supper. By Baptiſn 
we are initiated into the church of Chriſt, 
being charged with all the obligations, and 
intitled to all the privileges of his diſcipks 
The waſhing with water denotes that purity 
of mind and life, which is required of eyery 
Chriſtian. And, as we have been, in thi 
ſolemn manner, initiated into that religion, 
which Gop, the Father of all, ſent his $on 
from heaven to publiſh, and which he ſeakd 
and confirmed by the miraculous gifts d 
the ſpirit, we ought to uſe the greateſt eue 
and diligence to underſtand. the Chriſtin 
doctrine, and to live accordingly. The Lord. 
Supper is a memorial of Chriſt's dying low, 
deſigned to perpetuate the remembrance of 
ſome important facts, upon which the truth 
of Chriſtianity depends; and to excite i 
our minds the fincereſt love to Jeſus Chrik 
and to one another, as his members or fol 
lowers. Hereby we are induced to abound 
in all the virtues of an holy and good lik, 
and to behave in that exemplary mannet 
which becomes thoſe that are duely affefted 
at the remembrance of the aſtoniſhing lo 
of Chriſt in dying for us. 


Thek 
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Theſe are the poſitive inſtitutions of pure 
and uncorrupt Chriſtianity. But, ſince the 
firſt planting of this religion, many errors 
and corruptions have crept into the Chriſtian 
church; and (among other things) the num- 
ber of rites and ceremonies hath ſwelled to 
an amazing degree, not by the appointment 
of Gop, but by the mere contrivance and 
invention of weak or corrupt men. And the 
church of Rome, more eſpecially, hath ren- 
dered them very numerous and burthenſome, 
But from what has been ſaid you may fee, 
that many poſitive inſtitutions, which were 
of divine appointment, ended together with 
that diſpenſation of which they were a part. 
And the poſitive inſtitutions of Chriſtianity 
will end, at the furtheſt, with the preſent 
ſtate of things. For, tho Chriſtianity be the 
laſt diſpenſation of Grace, yet it muſt give 
way to the kingdom of Glory, Then will all 
the ordinances of the goſpel ceaſe, and the 
uſe of the preſent means be intirely over. 
But, as moral virtue (or everlaſting righte- 
ouſneſſe) has been the ſame in all paſt ages, fo 
will it continue to be in all the ages to come, 
and will never ceaſe or vaniſh away, but will 
accompany us into the unſeen world, be 
found to be the very temper of heaven itſelf, 
and will there be our glory and happineſſe 
tor ever. Like tongues and propbeſie, faith 
and bope, will all poſitive inſtitutions vaniſh. 
But charity, and all the other moral virtues, 

1 | will 


18 The excellence of moral duties 


will abide with us world without end. And 
this is another reaſon why we ſhould prefer 
moral duties to poſitive inſtitutions.” For that, 
which will abide, hath certainly a greater 
glory than that which is to vaniſh away, 
When the building is completed, the ſcaf. 
folding is removed as no longer of any uſe, 
And, in every caſe, where the end is fully 
and completely attained, the means are no 
longer of any value. It is only in this ſtate 
of trial that ſuch helps are uſeful ; when we 
come into the happy ſtate of recom 
we ſhall want ſuch helps and inſtitutions no 
longer. 


IV. «© Tho' our obligation to poſitive duties 
* is derived from the will of Gop, yet 
* they are not in themſelves things wholly 
c arbitrary or indifferent; but were ap- 
<« pointed of Gop with great wiſdom 
and goodneſſe. 


The will of Gop is always according to 
the reaſon and fitneſſe of things, and be 
commands nothing merely for commanding 
ſake, or purely to make trial of our obe- 
dience. Without ſuch, there are command: 
enow to imploy our whole time and care 
and many and powerful temptations ſuffi- 
cient to trie our virtue and obedience. 
And Gop, the wiſe, the gracious govern 
of all, will never act the part of a tyrant, 
0 
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or arbitrary governor, towards any of his in- 
telligent creatures, For, as ſuch arbitrary 
commands would be of little or no ſervice, 
on the one hand; ſo, on the other hand, 
they might prove of diſſervice, as diſobedi- 
ence to them would increaſe our guilt, and 
aggravate our condemnation, 

Weak and deſigning men have been apt 
to confound arbitrary and poſitive injunctions, 
as if they were intirely the ſame thing : 
Whereas they are altogether diſtin& things, 
and ought by no means to be confounded. 
For arbitrary laws there can be no reaſon 
aſſigned, but the mere will, or humor, of 
him that appointed them. But for poſitrve 
inſtitutions Gop ſaw ſufficient reaſon, before 
he injoined men to obſerve them. And, 
tho men could not diſcover their obligati- 
ons, nor ſee the reaſonableneſſe of them, an- 
tecedent to the divine appointment ; yet, 
now they are commanded, and the deſign 
of them plainly laid before us, we may clear- 
ly perceive that they are very far from be- 
ing arbitrary, or unreaſonable. They are 
calculated to excite uſeful reflections, and lead 
us to a proper courſe of action, which was 
the wiſe and gracious deſign of Gop in 
appointing them. They are as food to nou- 
riſh our ſouls in virtue, and true goodnefle ; 
or like phyſic, to heal the diſeaſes of our 
fouls, which are liable to be diſordered by 
the temptations that abound in the world. 
C 2 We 
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We are ſenſible, as well as rational creatures 
and what affects the ſenſes commonly attract 
our regard more ſtrongly than the objects of 
reaſon, or underſtanding. It is, therefore fit 
that, by ſome ſenſible repreſentations, our 
minds be called off from a too great regard 
to temporal things; that we may confider 
what we are, in what relations we ſtand, 
how far we are perſuing the end of our 
creation, and of our being planted for a fey 
years upon earth; whether we are doing our 
duty, and performing the main buſineſſe for 
which we were ſent into the world; — that 
we may rectiſie what is amiſſe, and ſtrength 
en thoſe habits which are wiſe and good. 
There are ſome conſiderable advantages in 
Gop's appointing poſitive inſtitutions: Fot 
hereby ſuperſtition and will- worſhip is pre- 
vented, or detected: ſeeing their manner i: 
determined, their number limited, and the 
nature and deſign of them is clearly de- 
ſcribed and aſcertained. It is almoſt incre- 
dible how much the Priefts of the church of 
Rome have captivated the minds of the 
ple by magnificent buildings, ſplendid veſt- 
ments, inchanting muſic, and numberleſſe rites 
and ceremonies of mere human invention ; by 
which means they have carried on their own 
covetous and aſpiring views, and raiſed them- 
ſelves to immenſe riches and great worldly 
dominion and grandeur, But the progteſſe 
of virtue and true piety has been thereby 
| orcatly 
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greatly obſtructed ; and ignorance, ſuperſti- 


tion, idolatry and vice have been maintained 
and promoted. Whereas, in the goſpel, pu- 
rity and ſimplicity are altogether conſulted. 
There the moral law is injoined by divine 
authority, and ſuch poſtive inſtitutions added, 
as promote men's regard to that law. For, 
tho before or without ſuch divine appoint- 
ment, our reafon laid us under no obliga- 
tion to obſerve ſuch things ; yet, now they 
are reveled, they appear to be laws highly 
worthy both of the wiſdom and of the good- 
neſſe of Gop. 


V. « Tho' poſitive inſtitutions are not equal 
* to moral duties, yet it would be ridi- 
* culous, nay wicked, upon that account, 
* to deſpiſe or neglect them.” 

Tho' tithing mint, anniſe and eummi 
was not * to the weightier matters * 
the law of Moſes, judgment, mercy, fidelity, 
and the love of GOD ; yet neither of them 
were to be omitted. Theſe things you ought 
to bave done, (ſays our Savior) and not let 
the other undone. Tho' ſacrifices were not of 
equal importance with mercy, yet the Fews 
were commanded to offer ſacrifice, as well 
4 to ſhew mescy, When Gop commands 
any thing, it no longer remains an indiffe- 
rent matter, whether men rd it or no. 


But he is guilty of immorality who, thro' 
contempt 
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contempt or negle&, obſerveth not the pup. 
tive za eien, which Gop hath graciouſly 
appointed as helps to virtue and piety. For 
King Sau/s diſobeying a poſitive precept, 
the prophet Samuel reproved him, when he 
declared © rebellion [again/# GOD] to be 
te as odious as the fin of witchcraft, and 
te ſtubborneſſe to be like injuſtice and ido. 
* latry.”*— There are ſome, who acknow. 
lege Baptiſm to be a ſtanding orginance in 
the Chriſtian church, and yet liye and die 
unbaptized. There are many more profel: 
ſed Chriſtians, who have been baptized, and 
yet neglect the obſervation of the Lord's Sup- 
fer ; notwithſtanding it was Chriſt's dying 
command to all his followers, This do in n. 
membrance of me. They would do well t 
confider whether they pay a due regard to 
_ Chriſt's authority, and how they will an- 
ſwer it ta him, when they ſtand before his 
tribunal in the laſt day, and he ſhall demand 
of them, Why they have not complied 
* with that dying requeſt and injunction of 
« his?” J am afraid they will be ſpeechleſl 
and confounded before their Judge at bi 
coming. Such divine inſtitutions are high- 
ly proper, eſpecially at this diſtance of time 
wn place, to preſerve the Chriſtian name 
and religion in the world. Miracles ar 
ceaſed long ago; but a ſtanding church ö 
inſtituted to preſerve and maintain the Foy 
TE ee 
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lege of Chriſtianity in the world, 70 edifie the 
body of Chrift, and to train men up, in 
piety and virtue, for a better ſtate, Now a 
viſible church without poſſtive inſtitutions is a 
mere creature of the imagination.“ The ob- 
ſervation, therefore, of poſitive inſtitutions is 
neceſſary to preſerve and continue the Chri- 
ſtian name and religion in the world. Nor 
let any perſons plead © that they have 


| © attained to an equal meaſure of holineſſe 


« without the uſe of ſuch means.” For, as 
that would be falſe in fact, ſo would it be, 
in effect, an arraigning the wiſdom of Gop, 
who appointed thoſe means, and a contra- 
dicting the experience of ſome of the beſt of 
mankind, who have found great benefit from 
the uſe of ſuch inſtitutions. Whoever would 
act like a rational creature, and a Chriſtian, 
muſt neither reſt in the means, as if they 
were the end; nor neglect the uſe of them, 
becauſe they are of leſſe value than the end. 
The right way is 70 do the one, and not leave 
te otber undone. | 
It is laudable in you to keep holy the 
Lord's day, to hear the word of Gop, and 
not to forſake the aſſembling of yourſelves 
together, as the manner of too many is in 
our day. But, tho you hear never ſo many 
ſermons, and have the cleareſt knowlege of 
divine things; yet, if you reſt in the bare 
hearing the word, and are not doers, r as well 
as 
See Biſhop Butler's Analogy, &c, + James i. 22. 
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ag hearers, you greatly deceive yourſelves, and 
cannot profit thereby, — You have been de. 
voted unto Gop in Chriſt by baptiſm, and 
laid under early and laſting obligations to all 
that purity which the Chriſtian religion re- 
quires. But what will your baptiſm profi 
you, unleſſe you renounce the fins of a wick. 
ed world, and keep the holy will and com- 
mandments of Go p, as long as you live? 
Vou have (ſeveral of you) been lately at the 
table of the Lord, and there eat and drank 
in memory of Chriſt's dying love. But what 
ean it avail you, in that ſolemn manner, to 
ſhew forth his death till he return as judge; 
if you be not conſtrained, by the love of 
Chriſt, to live unto him who died for you 
and roſe again? You pray to Go p in the 
name of Jeſus Chriſt ; [J hope you do 6 
in your families and in your cloſets, as wel 
as in the houſe of God 1 but is your tem- 
per and practice agreeable ? Do you conlider 
that the prayer of the wicked is an abomina- 
tion to the Lord, but the prayer of the bv 
and upright man is his delight ? We know ibu 
GOD heareth not finners ; but, if any ma! 
be a worſbiper of GOD, and doth bis wil, 
him he heareth. He that offereth praiſe gl. 
rifieth GOD, and unto him that ordereth li 
converſation aright ſhall be ſhewn the ſalvaliu 

of the Lord. | 
But, tho holineſſe of heart and life, tht 
love of Gop and our neighbor, the — 
Aston 
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lation of our paſſions and appetites, be the 
great end of religious worſhip, and therefore 
preferable to it ; yet religious worſhip is by 
no means to be neglected. Tho' renounc- 
ing the fins of a wicked world and leading 
an holy life is of much more importance 
than bapti/m, or waſhing of the body with 
water ; yet baptiſm is not to be negledted. 
Tho' ſpiritual union and communion with 
Chriſt and his diſciples is of much more mo- 


| ment than the bare cating bread and drink- 


ing wine in the Lord's Supper ; yet every 
profeſſed Chriſtian ought, by all means, to 


attend upon that ſacred ordinance, in order 


to xd ("5 moral virtue, or holineſſe of heart 
life. And would to Gop that that dy- 


ing command of our Lord's were more uni- 
nelly obſerved! 


VI. Laſtly.]. © Tho' poſitive inflitutions 
* ought not by any means to be lighted, 
but moſt religiouſly obſerved, when 
* time and place, and all other circum- 
© ſtances will allow us to make uſe of 
te them; yet moral duties ought always to 
* be prefered, whenever they come in 

*. competigiqn.” 


The leſſe weighty matters of the law 1 
unqueſtionably to give place to the more 
weighty; and therefore mercy is more ac- 
ceptable unto Gop than ſacrifice, and obe- 

D dience 
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dience to the moral precepts of more account 
than whole burnt-offerings. Accordingly, 
our Savior, who was borne under the law 
of Moſes, and obliged to fulfil all righteouſ. 
neſſe, did frequently prefer moral duties to 
pofitive, very commonly choofing to work 
cures on the ſabbath day, and vindicating 
himſelf, in not obſerving the outward reſt of 
that day, by the practice of the Jews in 
neral, who took care of their cattel on that 
day, and were right in ſo doing. Thus 
when health and all other circumſtances wil 
allow, it is your duty to hear the word of 
Gop, to keep holy the Lord's day, and to 
attend at the table of the Lord; but, ſuppok 
your life or health would be thereby indan- 
gered, or ſome other great evil follow, or 
ſome greater good could be done at that 
time, which could not be done at any other 
time; in ſuch a caſe, Gop has declared, l 
would have mercy rather than ſacrifice, or that 
he prefers moral to poſitive duties. But, ge- 
nerally ſpeaking, theſe two kinds of duties 
do not come in competition, And, in al 
ſuch caſes, you ought to do the one, and nt 
leave the other undone. 

To CONCLUDE : What I aim at, is, to 
give every duty of the Chriſtian life its pro- 
per weight, and place it in its due order, To 
lay a different ſtreſſe upon any part from 
what Gop has laid upon it, would be t 


miſrepreſent the divine will, and give an 
e 
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handle to ſuperſtitious or profane men to a- 
buſe or pervert it. But to repreſent means 
only as means, on the one hand, and to 
teach men not to expect to attain the end as 
well without them, on the other hand, would 
be to ſet Chriſtianity in the moſt clear, ra- 
tional and amiable light ; and be the moſt 
effectual method of putting the infidels to 
filence, and of ſettling the minds of all that 
are ig earneſt in their religious inquiries. 
And I am well perſuaded that there is no 
way that can equally promote the glorious 
cauſe of truth and righteouſneſſe, and con- 
ſequently of the happineſſe of mankind ;— 
in order to promote which, any good man 
would deſire to live, and ſome would even 


dare to die. 
From what has been ſaid thus far in general, 


we may obſerve, (1.) In what manner 
the children of this charity-ſchool, and all 
children ought to be educated. 


2, That thoſe, who are ingaged in ſo good 
a work, as ſupporting this charity-ſchool, 
have motives ſufficient to incourage them 
to procede with zeal and vigor, 


I. As to the manner in which children 
ought to be educated. As mercy is, in 
Gop's account, more acceptable than ſacrifice, 
they ſhould have this leſſon inſtilled into 
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them upon all occaſions. The church ef 
Rome (in oppoſition to whoſe pernicious prin- 
ciples this ichool was firſt erected) abounds 
in rites and ceremonies of mere human in- 
vention, The children under your care are 
brought up in very different principles: For 
they are not only allowed, but injoined, to 
read the ſcriptures, to ſee with their own 
eyes, and to learn religion from the fountain 
af ſacred truth. It ought to be the care of 
ſuch as inſtru them, deeply to impreſſe 
upon their tender minds a ſerious and con- 
ſtant regard for Gop and religion, 

ſhould teach them never to forſake the pub- 
lic worſhip of almighty Gop, as long as they 
live; that it is their duty to pray to Gon 
in the name of Jeſus Chrift ; that, when 
they grow up, it is required of them, 


Chriſtians, that they devote themſelves unta r 
Gop in Chriſt Jeſus, at the table of the b 
Lord; and that they ought not to neglet u 
any of the means which are of divine ap- tt 
pointment | But they ſhould alſo be told, e 
once and again, that mercy is more accept t 
ble unto GOD than ſacrifice ; that it figu- In 
fies nothing to worſhip Gop, if they conti- Bil # 
nue to live in any vice; that moral virtue, WW * 
or holineſſe of heart and life, is the great th 
end of all religious inſtitutions and obſer⸗ 8 


vances whatever; that they do not love Gon, 
unleſſe they keep his commandments ; that 
they do not love their neighbors as theſe, 
„ of unleſſe 
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unleſſe they do unto every one as, in like 
circumſtances, they could reaſonably deſire 
that others ſhould do unto them. Children 
ſhould be taught, from the firſt opening of 
their underſtandings, to pay the greateſt re- 
card to the dictates of their own conſciences; 
that all the paſſions, appetites and affections 
are wiſely planted in them, by the hand of 
Gon ; but that they ought to be kept con- 
ſtantly under the controul and direction of 
conſcience ; that they are obliged 70 do juſtice 
and love mercy, as well as worſhip and 


walk humbly with GOD. Such an educa- 


tion will make them better ſervants, more 
uſeful members of ſociety, better ſupports 
and greater ornaments to the church of Gon; 
and (in one word) more valuable in all re- 
lations and circumſtances whatever, I ſup- 
poſe your deſign is not to train them up a- 
hoye their circumſtances, but to render them 
uſeful in the lower ſtations of life. Methinks, 
it might be of ſervice to this end, if you 
could find out ſome bodily labor, ſuted to 
their ages and circumſtances, in which to 
imploy them ſome hours every day, as well 
as at proper intervals to teach them to read 
and write, We are told of ſome inſtances of 
this kind, both in Scotland and Ireland, 
= ſeem to promiſe very happy ef- 
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2. Thoſe, who are ingaged in ſo good x 
« work, as ſupporting this charity-ſchog], 
« have motives ſufficient to incou 


them to procede with zeal and vigor. 


Our poor are a very important part of the 
nation, and they are great benefactors to the 
public, who indeavor to render them more 
orderly and uſeful, They have fouls to be 
ſaved, as well as the rich, and you are con- 
ſulting at once both for their temporal and 
everlaſting good, and taking the moſt effec. 
tual methods to hand down virtue and te. 
ligion to ages yet to come. Our Lord hu 
well obſerved, it is more bleſſed to give thin 
to receive. And, amidit all the threatening 
ſymptoms from enthuſiaſm, on the one hand; 
from infidelity and open contempt of r. 
ligion, on the other hand; and from a to 
general prevalence of vice, on all hands; — 
it is a moſt agreeable and incouraging thought, 
that there are ſuch numbers of perſons i 
plentiful circumſtances, who are ready to it 
gage in works of extenſive charity and ule 
fulneſſe ; who concern themſelves in behall 
of the fatherleſſe and widows, and ſuch 2 
have none to help them; who ſtand up for 
the cauſe of truth and liberty, piety and 
righteouſneſſe in the earth; who deal ot 


their ſubſtance with a liberal hand, in 7 
| mo 
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moſt noble, generous and diſintereſted acts 
of benevolence and charity, 


You, who are at preſent ingaged, plainly 


manifeſt by your actions that you judge right, 
and that you prefer mercy to 2 You 
do not ſpend all your zeal about ſpeculative 
and abſtruſe notions, or ritual and poſitive 
inſtitutions ; but ſhow that you look upon 
all religious obſervances as ſubordinate to 
moral virtue and everlaſting righteouſneſſe. 
You are not (like many) for a religion which 
is to colt you nothing; but you are for tak- 
ing in all the branches of your duty : And, 
indeed, you could not otherwiſe hope for 
acceptance with Gop, No man ſhould con- 
temn riches, any more than any other tem- 
poral bleſſings ; but every one ſhould labor 
to acquire them, as far as he can, by honeſt in- 
duſtry and moderate care; that he may avoid 
being burthenſome to others, and have ſome- 
what to give to thoſe who are in diſtreſſe. 
And, in a decent proportion to their circum- 
ſtances, the hands and hearts of Chriſtians 
ſhould be open, and they ſhould be ready 
to every good work. There is a fitneſſe and 
propriety in doing good, in being friends to 
the diſtreſſed, and promoting the happineſſe 
of all around us. For we are all members 
of ſociety, and borne for the public good. 


There is alſo a moſt Ys ſublime and laſt- 


ing pleaſure attends the performance of acts 
of benevolence and charity Vou are not, 


indeed, 
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indeed, innocent; and therefore cannot pre: 
tend to merit: but; if you are prevailing 
holy in the reſt of your temper and condud, 
your charity will turn to the beſt account 
to yourſelves, and you are a laying up the 
richeſt treaſure againſt the time to come; 
For, tho theſe poor children cannot recom- 
pence you, yet yu ſhall be amply recomper- 
ced in the reſurrection of the juſt. There is 
a day approaching, when ſuch generous and 
difintereſted actions ſhall not be forgot; but 
be brought upon the ſtage, and applauded 
before the whole world, and then they vil 
meet with the moſt abundant reward, Up- 
on ſach motives (one would hope) other 
would come in, and join the preſent ſub 
ſcribers and managers. And I ſhould be pu- 
ticularly pleaſed that ſome young perſons 
would ingage in ſo noble and defireable 
work. | | Wy 2 


Che preſent State of the School 


| 
« The foundation of this ſchool was lull 
&« in the year 1687, in the reign of Rig 
« james the ſecond, when a ſchool ua f t 
« up by one Poulton, a Jeſuit; and put ll _ 
<< notice given, that he would inſtru te, 
* children of the poor gratis. Upon ubid , 8 
« Mr. Arthur Shallet, Mr. Samuel Warbu- . 
« ton, and Mr. Ferdinando Holland, a f 
ce members of this church, in the revered 


« Mr, 
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« Mr. Nathaniel Vincent's time, laid tht 
« foundation of this ſchool, to avoid the dan- 
« perous conſequences of- a Popiſh ſchool, and 
« to provide for the inſtruction of the poor 
jn the Proteſtant way. N i and 1 


« The number of ſcholars at firſt was 
« forty, afterwards increaſed to fifty, an 
* now to one hundred and forty.. They are 
« taught to read, write and cypher, and are 
* alſo inſtructed in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, 
and thereby qualified for the ſervice of 
© God and man. 


I may be ſaid to be the: firſt ſchool the 
« Proteſtant Diſſenters were concerned in. 
* Here (to the great honor of the managers) 
© objetts are received, without diſtinction of 
parties; the general good. being intended. 
* It is fituated in one of the pooreſt parts 
* about the city; and the children of the 
* pooreſt ſort of watermen, fiſhermen and 
* others, are here taught, without any ex- 
* pence to their parents; and are furniſhed 
* with bibles, teſtaments, catechiſms, wri- 
ting books and cyphering books. 5 


Ve charges have been defrayed by the 
gifts and ſubſcriptions of private perſons, 
" with an annual collection in this place, on 
" this day; and one in the city; together = 
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*© the kind remembrance of the ſaid ſchool, by 
* ſome in their laſt wills.” wack 


By this ſtate of the ſchool it appears that 
it has increaſed from 40 to zo, and, inc: 
that, to 140 ſcholars, Let not the zeal of your 
worthy predeceſſors fink ; come not fhort of 
their virtues. The work is excellent in it- 
ſelf, and uſeful to ſociety, and to the church 
of Chriſt. And how glorious will it ap 
pear, when the preſent ſcene 1s over, and 
the ſtate of retribution commences ? Hoy 
will the heart of every faithful Chriſtian, 
and charitable, good man glow within hu 
breaſt, when the great and venerable. judg 
ſhall place him on his right hand, in tle 
moſt public manner to do him honor, and 
ſhall fay unto him, © Come you bleſſed of 
.** my father, inherit the kingdom prepare 
« for you, from the foundation of tht 
'« world. You fed the hungry, you clotl- 
ed the naked. And, inaſmuch: as yu 
« did it unto one of the leaſt of theſe m 
«brethren, I take it as kindly, and will r- 
* ward it as graciouſly, as if you had | 
** done it unto me myſelf, in my own pe- 
© 20.” | 

Whereas they, who have been able, and 
yet neglected all acts of piety and chart, 
ſhall be placed on the left hand, and ti 
judge will ſay unto them, Depart fron 


** me, ye curſed, Sc. You have refuſed 


above poſitive inflitutions. 33 
« do acts of mercy and charity; and, in- 
« aſmuch as ye did them not unto one of 
« the leaſt of theſe my brethren, ye did 
« them not unto me; or I reſent it as 
* much, and will-puniſh you as ſeverely, 
« as if you had refaſed to do them to me, 
in my own perſon.” Upon which the 
uncharitable and all the wicked ſhall go a- 
way into everlaſting puniſhment ; but the 
righteous and N into everlaſting life 
= hap there to reflect with the 
higheſt E upon their acts of bene- 
— and goodneffe, which they performed 
here upon earth, and to injoy the glorious 
reward thereof thro the endleſſe ages of 


eternity, Amen, 
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BOOKS %%, h J. Noon, at the White 
Hart, near Mercer's-Chapel, Cheapſſde; 
R. KinG, af tbe Bible and Crown, iy 
Fore-Street ; and M. Fenner, at tl 
Turk's-Head, in Gracechurch- Street. 
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Maximus Tyrius, tranſfited from the Greet, with Remarks, 
The ſecond Letter, The Docttine of Predeſtination reyiew 
The Second Edition corrected and inlarged. Price 1s, 
II. The Hiſtory of the firſt planting the Chriſtian N 
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Ales: Together with the remarkable Facts of the: Jew 
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Period. In two Vols. 4to. | : . T7208 

With an Appendix to prove that St Luke wrote the Afi 
of the Apoſtles z and to ſhew, that, if the 4s contain g 
true Hiſtory, Chriſtianity muſt be true. Price of the tw 
Vols. ſtiched, 14 4 ; .':4:1. ja 
III. The Reaſonableneſſe of the C#r1sTtan,.RaLyick 
ON, as delivered in the Scriptures. Being aw Anſwer i 
late Treatiſe, intitled Chriſtianity not founded on Argument, 
In three Parts. Part I. Contains the Arguments for thi 
Truth of the Chriſtian Religion. Part II. The Anſwers 
the Difficulties and Objections propoſed by this Aathok 
Part III. An Interpretation of the Texts, which he hath 
perverted. Price ſtiched, 3 5. | | | 

IV. A Brief Account of Calvin's burning Serwetus for al 
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V. A Paraphraſe and Notes upon St. Paul's Epiſtles to 


Philemon, | Titus, 
1 Theſſalonians, 2 Timothy, 
2 Theſſalonians, . 
1 Timothy, 1 Peter, 


Attempted in Imitation of Mr. Locke's Manner. To wii 
are annexed Critical Diſſertations on ſeveral Subjects, for tl 
better Underſtanding St. Pauls Epiſtles. Pr. bound 1 /. 1 5.6 

N. B. There is alſo preparing for the Preſs the lecow 
Epiſtle of St. Peter and St. Jude. 

VI. A Diſſertation on 2 The/ſ. ii. 1,—12. In witk 
is ſhown that the Biſhop of Rome is the Man of Sin, &c, 
Second Edition corrected and inlarged. Price 6 d. 


